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SUBJECT: APPOINTMENT AT COCA-COLA FOR KUWAITI 
BUSINESSMEN 

REFERENCES: (A) STATE 089236, (B) KUWAIT 2063 

1 . COCA-COLA INVITES AL-BAHAR AND AL-NISF TO MEET WITH 
COMPANY OFFICIALS WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27 WITH PRECISE TIME TO 
BE ARRANGED AT VISITORS' CONVENIENCE. COKE V.P. SAM AYOUB 
SAID THAT THURSDAY, APRIL 28 AND FRIDAY, APRIL 29 ARE 
BLOCKED BY COMMITMENTS TO OTHER FOREIGN VISITORS. COMPANY 
PRESIDENT HAS RECEIVED TELEX FROM AL-BAHAR WITHIN PAST 
FEW DAYS REQUESTING MEETING AND HAS PASSED THIS ON TO AYOUB 
FOR ACTION. COMPANY APPARENTLY PREFERS THAT ALL MIDDLE 
EAST AND BOYCOTT MATTERS BEGIN WITH AYOUB SINCE HE HAS 
BEEN IN CENTER OF COMPANY EFFORTS IN THESE AREAS. AYOUB 
COULD NOT REPEAT NOT GIVE ARP ASSURANCES THAT COCA-COLA 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 091221 

PRESIDENT WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR APPOINTMENT ON APRIL 27 
BUT PROMISED TO TRY AND ARRANGE MEETING IF POSSIBLE. HE 
WILL ALSO ARRANGE MEETINGS WITH OTHER APPROPRIATE COMPANY 
OFFICIALS. BOARD CHAIRMAN WILL NOT REPEAT NOT BE 
AVAILABLE FOR MEETINGS. 

2. KUWAITI VISITORS COULD FOLLOW SCHEDULE IN REF B 
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MEETING IN DEPARTMENT ON TUESDAY, APRIL 26 AND TRAVELLING 
TO ATLANTA TUESDAY P.M. OR WEDNESDAY A.M. ALTERNATIVELY, 
THEY COULD TRAVEL TO ATLANTA FIRST AND THEN VISIT WASHING- 
TON. THERE ARE SEVERAL DAILY NON-STOP FLIGHTS BETWEEN 
WASHINGTON AND ATLANTA TO ACCOMMODATE THESE SCHEDULES. 

3. AYOUB TOLD ARP THAT KUWAIT IS BIGGEST OBSTACLE TO ITS 
REMOVAL FROM BOYCOTT. HE SAID THIS DUE TO COMBINATION 
OF: 1) TRADITIONAL KUWAITI "HARD-LINE" ON BOYCOTT ISSUES 
2) INFLUENCE OF PEPSI-COLA BOTTLER IN KUWAIT, ABDULAZIZ 
AL-SAGAR, WHO IS ALSO PRESIDENT OF KUWAIT CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 3) LACK OF SUPPORT FROM COCA-COLA 
AGENT AND BOTTLER, I.E., AL-BAHAR. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: REQUEST EMBASSY PASS SUBSTANCE OF 
PARA ONE AND TWO TO AL-BAHAR AND ADVISE. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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